RICHARD THAMSANQA VARA

Biography

Richard Thamsanga Vara was bon in 1910 on a farm near Cradock, His father
W.ls()h\mqnmdhsmmhnwastmﬂiH:hzdniaemMngzztm;
mchmwasMbutzmashewasuﬂedbyhisfamerwhuwufamer.Hkma
wmndnmz]lhndandﬁvestuk.ﬂzyworkedmgeﬂmonlhehnd.When}ﬁs
?]]_M passed on he coninued farming on that land. He never atended schoolat

He was a South Afrcan anti-apartheid revolutionary politician . He was a member of
P‘JIK.lUmkhonto Wesizwel. He was known as Chief. After sometime he moyeq to
live in Cradock in  locaton known as Magqubeni He got mariedto Fmily
Nonisuntsu Nosign. They bad sz chiden Nobeng v, vl
Nontuthuzelo, Ntombormblaba and Ntombormzi

He joined the ANC in 1960 under the influence of Rev. Canon James Calata. The
Secretary of the ANC. He was arrsted in 1962 convcted and sentenced to 9years
imprisonment. Then transferred from Port Eizabeth to Robben Isand on 23 May
1966. Soon afer being arvested his ife was lso arrested. His vife was the leader
ofthe Women League in 1950 she led a group of women under the Defance
Campaign burning al pass books. She was arested on the 19 May 1966 and vas
released on the § May 1965,

He wasrestricted to King Williams Town and was under home arrest under Act
0044 of 1950 Section 91 30 June 1971 to 31 August 1972. He was deployed to
Dimbaza which was known as the last grave then. He was employed by the
Department of Works in the Ciskizn Government from 1972 10 1988e was
arested many times by the Ciskeian poic and ws mprisoned fime and agan Hs
i pased on i 1973 fouary and neier maried agin e ved vith s chldren

{n 1986 he was arrested and became sick thereater His helthchanged and became
orse than ever since then He passed on in 1988 leaving his fmily in house no.
146,

s family tried o give him 2 descent uneral bt the Ciskeizn police made things
< diffult b beaingpeope dring our mourning ime
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ol our children. May his soul rst in peace
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Innovative Writing Camp Empowers Learners ‘Y’

Seventy learners from four area schools explored creativity, learning, and self-expression in an intense writing
camp over the weekend. The camp was sponsored and hosted by the Sifunda Kunye Educational Project, a
local public benefit organization that has been active in the King Williams Town district since 2008.

Sifunda Kunye invites 10 to 15 learners from each of its partner schools in the King William’s Town District and
Grahamstown district participate in these camps. This past weekend, learners from St. Matthew’s, Xolani,
Richard Varha, Toise and Hendrik Kanise combined Schools spent an intense 3 days (Friday-Sunday) focusing
on a specific theme, completing personal works, and submitting them for peer critique. This session’s theme
was “Dreams are made of...” and learners were encouraged to express what dreams and ambitions means to
them in essays, poems, and group discussions and drama. Participants received guidance from a talented
group of volunteer facilitators, student leaders, and the Sifunda Kunye staff. .” Participants submit their work
for inclusion into a published student journal at the end of the camp. The journal is a unique opportunity for
many to see their work in print.

Learners and teachers are continually impressed with the writing camps. Participants relish the opportunity to
engage in an in-depth weekend of imaginative learning. They enjoy improving their language and writing
skills in a fun and creative venue outside of the classroom. Teacher’s enjoy witnessing the progress these
young writers make over the course of a weekend.

The Sifunda Kunye Literacy Project’s writing camps have been successfully running since they first launched in
August 2014.. Sifunda Kunye is a non-profit that relies on donations and grants to support its literacy and
technology programs in Eastern Cape schools.

Thank you to St Matthews High School for hosting our writing club this year.....



